Since that time his health has been much impaired, and the attacks of pain, followed by vomiting, have been more frequent.
Examination.?On opening the abdomen, the stomach was observed to be flaccid and empty, and its contents, which consisted of a large quantity of dark-brown fluid, were effused into the peritoneal cavity, through a ragged opening situated on its anterior surface, and near the oesophageal orifice.
The rupture extended from below the lesser arch of the stomach to near its cardiac extremity, and was about four inches in length. The three membranes were not torn equally, the rupture of the peritoneal covering extending an inch farther than that of the muscular or mucous coat. On the posterior surface of the stomach was a laceration, measuring three inches in length; and there were two or three small ones, from an inch to an inch and a half in length, at its great arch. These lacerations extended only through the peritoneal coat of the stomach, the muscular and mucous tunics remaining perfectly whole. The mucous membrane of the stomach was lined with a great deal of dark-coloured secretion, beneath which the membrane itself was of a deep red colour throughout; its texture was softened and partially emphysematous. The stomach in other respects appeared healthy; the liver was pale and softened; the gall-bladder contained a calculus ; the structure of the spleen was unusually soft. The other viscera were healthy.
The most remarkable feature in the preceding case is the extensive rupture of the stomach, with so little disease of its coats ; and in this respect it forms a striking difference to those cases hitherto related. The stomach presented no thickening nor ulceration at the part which was ruptured; the disease was confined to its mucous tunic, and appeared to be recent inflammation aud softening of its texture. It may also be remarked, that the symptoms in this case were not such as generally indicate the existence of organic disease: there were considerable intermissions of the symptoms, the patient had enjoyed tolerably good health, and there was no emaciation.
The only case I have met with of rupture of the coats of the stomach, produced by an act of vomiting, or rather attempting to vomit, is recorded by Lallemand, and is described in the 49th volume of the Dictionnaire des Sciences M6dicales, art. Rupture.
The patient had laboured under difficult digestion for five or six months, and had been much relieved by observing a strict regimen. After indulging her appetite to a greater extent than usual, sjie was attacked with uneasy feelings in the stomach, accompanied by nausea and inclination to vomit. She made violent but ineffectual efforts to discharge the contents of the stomacli, and, whilst suffering great agony, experienced intense pain, with a sense of tearing at the lower part of the belly : she uttered several screams, and fell down insensible. She sunk rapidly, and died in the night. On dissection, the cavity of the peritoneum was found full of half-digested food; the anterior and middle part of the stomach was torn obliquely from its small towards its great curvature, to the extent of five inches. The edges of the rupture were thin, irregular, and presented no marks of disease. The three coats of the stomach were not torn to an equal extent, nor exactly in the same direction: the rupture in the peritoneal was larger than the muscular coat, and the mucous membrane was the least extensively lacerated. A mass of scirrhus, an inch and a half in extent, surrounded the pylorus. The other parts of the stomach were perfectly healthy.? Medico-Cliirurg. Transactions, vol. xiv It has long been known to pathologists and su/geons that abscesses occasionally occur in some of the principal viscera of the thorax and abdomen, in consequence of injuries of the head; and that, from the same cause, purulent effusions sometimes take place into the cavities of the pleura and peritoneum. This fact did not escape the notice of Morgagni,* who disproves, by his dissections, and by those of Vassalva, the notion, that had been entertained by Marchetti, of the matter descending from the wound in the head into the cavity of the thorax. Desault considered abscess of the liver to be one of the most common effects of injuries of the head. In speaking of the erysipelas which attends wounds of the scalp, he Rose, " repeated instances of the disease in the lungs, in the liver, and in the spleen, and after various accidents. I have not been able to discover any peculiarity of constitution which could be regarded as predisposing to it. Many of the patients were young and healthy individuals, who, until the lime when they uiet with the accidents, had never been affected with disease. Some of them were treated on the strictest antiphlogistic plan throughout, in consequence of the nature of the accident they had experienced. In others, (in compound fractures, for instance,) as soon as the first inflammation had subsided, means were used for supporting the strength of the system. No difference as to the formation of the internal abscesses could be observed. In all the cases which I have seen, these abscesses took place at some period between the end of the second and that of the fifth week after the accident which gave rise to them. " The theories which ascribe their formation to injury done to the liver itself at the time of the accident, to obstruction to the entrance of the blood into the right auricle through the vena cava inferior, or to a direct communication for the transmission of matter from the head to the cavity of the thorax, are all obviously absurd. That of Desault, which attributes them to the disturbance of the nervous system, resulting from the injury, is probably the only explanation which can be given of their cause. They are to be classed amongst the effects of constitutional irritation arising from local injury, and are certainly striking illustrations of the irregular action in the vascular system to which that irritation may give rise. The attention of the members of our profession has lately been directed to this most important subject by the very valuable work of the president of this society,* and it is to the principles which he has so ably illustrated that I should look for an explanation of the phenomena which I am now attempting to describe."
Although constitutional disturbance, evidently referrible to an unfavorable state of the wound, has, in all the cases which Mr. Rose has seen, preceded the formation of these visceral diseases, yet a favorable change has often taken place in the wound before the symptoms of the internal abscess have begun to manifest themselves; and we are able sometimes to detect the existence of the latter, by the presence of rigors and other symptoms of suppurative fever, at a time when the wound itself is disposed to heal. " The examination after death of those who have been affected with this disease, presents appearances which are well worthy of notice, though it ia not easy to convey a correct idea of them in words. The disease consists, apparently, of depositions in the cellular texture of the affected organ, partly of a white or yellowish coloured lymph, and partly of pus. These depositions vary in size from beyond the bulk of the largest walnut to something less than a common pea. Where the lymph is most abundant, they may be described as a soft white tubercle of irregular shape, not contained in a cyst, but imbedded in the cellular substance of the part, and gradually blending with its natural structure. When pressed, some pus exudes from them. Where the pus collects in greater quantity, it is lodged in an irregular cavity, probably in the middle of some of the tubercles, and the walls of the abscess are formed of flakes of lymph. The number of these tubercles and abscesses vary in different instances, there being sometimes only one or two, and sometimes the whole viscus being filled with them. In the lungs they are chiefly formed in the parts adjacent to the pleura pulmonalis, and there is often at the same time an effusion into the cavity of that membrane of a seropurulent fluid mixed with lymph. In the liver and spleen they are dispersed throughout the substance, sometimes shewing themselves in one Several blisters were applied in succession over the tumor, without affording any advantage. The tumor appeared inert, producing no pain on pressure, or duriug the whole process of digestion, which was uniformly to all appearance healthy, one natural evacuation being voided in the twenty-four hours ; and when (which was a very rare occurrence) this was deficient, a small dose of castor-oil relieved the difficulty. The only bad symptom was the sense of extreme debility, and occasionally slight syncope.
On the 20th of May, a drachm of weak mercurial ointment was ordered to be rubbed in over the tumor daily, and three grains of bluepill given at bedtime. The cascarilla and canella, from which the patient expressed himself to derive relief, was continued. This course was persevered in for nearly three weeks, and given up without appearing to have in any way contributed to the diminution of the tumor, or the amendment of the patient's general health.
The action of iodine is at present little understood; but that it occasionally exercises very extraordinary power in the dispersion of morbid growths, is now generally admitted, at the same time that, in the present state of our knowledge, its apparent want of uniform success, and the terrible influence it exercises over the nervous system, even some weeks after its use has been discontinued, require great caution in its administration.
Half a drachm of the ointment of hydriodate of potass was rubbed in every night and morning, and five drops of the tincture given twice in the day for more than a fortnight, when the increased sense of fainting, and diminution of the patient's strength, obliged its discontinuance.
The beneficial effect occasionally produced by the internal use of the caustic alkali, especially in steatomatous tumors, suggested the propriety of employing this remedy. Twenty drops of the Liq. Potassae were ordered to be taken thrice daily, in a little barley-water, this quantity being gradually increased to twenty-five minims five times in the twenty-four hours, which was borne without the slightest uneasiness. During three weeks that the use of this remedy was continued, a sensible amendment was perceived. Strength increased; the skin became of a healthier colour, and the tumor After growing weaker and weaker through the month of September, he expired ou the 2d of October without pain, having experienced a feeling of complete exhaustion, and presented an appearance of the utmost emaciation for several days previously.
The most singular circumstance attending this case, was the perfect manner in which digestion was performed during the progress of so extensive a disease of the stomach. The patient's diet consisted of bioth, arrow-root, plain animal food, and white fish ; and, as the disease advanced, he was permitted to drink weak brandy-and-water with his dinner, which added greatly to his comfort by counteracting the extreme sensation of debility. At no period of his disease did he experience any pain after taking food; at no period was his food returned by vomiting. The only circumstance which could draw the attention of the physician to disease of the stomach was the water-brash, but this occurred rarely in very small quantity, and was attended with no pain. The appetite continued natural until two days before death.
The body was opened twenty-seven hours after death by Mr. Brodie, assisted by Mr. Caesar Hawkins. On the external surface of the body several spots of purpura were perceived, and a tumor was easily lelt through the parietes of the abdomen, with an opening in its centre, a little above and to the leftside of the umbilicus, discharging some dark purulent fluid. The cavity of the abdomen contained about three quarts of water; on the removal of which, the tumor was found to be formed by the stomach, adhering extensively to the parieles, to which the transverse part of the colon and the omentum were also joined. The stomach was opened on the posterior part, and the cardiac portion and duodenum were found to be quite healthy, the pyloric half alone being the seat of disease. It appeared to consist of a thickening of the coats of this part of the stomach, in some parts above an inch in thickness, with an irregular tumor growing from its whole circumference, of the nature of fungous hsematodes. The whole interior surface was ulcerated, and several portions of the tumor projected into the cavity of the stomach. The tumor was soft, and highly vascular in the inner part, and gradually became firmer and whiter towards the peritoneal surface, whence several, white bands ran in an irregular manner towards the interior of the tumor.
The anterior part of the stomach was the thickest, particularly where it adhered to the muscles of the abdomen; and in it several abscesses were discovered, one of the largest of which was fifty, of grey eyes, tranquil disposition, broad in her make, and disposed to obesity, was seized with offensive discharge from the vagina, soon followed by eruptions of blood in large quantity; so that, according to her own report, frequent faintings were produced, and the blood occasionally sank through a bed about twice as thick as a sofa cushion, collecting on the floor; and day after day, for months together, with little intermission, one or two pints of blood were discharged.
Although Mrs. A. B., in her general conversation, is by no means prone to hyperbole, it seems evident that she must have greatly over-rated the quantity of these daily floodings. Certain, however, it is, from her repeated and considerate declarations, that very large quantities of blood were lost during a period of many months; and though, with the exception of some small oedema of the legs, there were no signs of general dropsy, the paleness, coldness, and weakness, aud the frequent attacks of faintness, or complete delirium, shewed pretty clearly that much vascular inanition had been produced. In other particulars, the patient's condition was not altogether discouraging ; for the bowels were regular, and the appetite was occasionally good ; and the appearance, though cachectic, and perfectly similar to that of other women perishing under malignant ulceration of the uterus, was not such as to indicate a constitution wholly unfit for surgical operation. Third stugeof the operation.?The back of the vagina, then, having been divided in this manner, I urged the whole of the left hand, not of large size, into the vaginal cavity, and the more easily because the woman had borne children; afterwards passing the tirst and second fingers through the transverse opening along the back of the uterus,?this viscus lying, as usual, near the brim of the pelvis, with its mouth backward, its fundus forward, and a little elevated just above the symphysis pubis. This manoeuvre premised, under full protection of these fingers, now lying between the womb and the intestine, taking a. double hook, mounted on a stem eleven inches long, I passed it into the abdominal cavity, through the transverse aperture, along the surface of the fingers already mentioned; and laying it in front of them, near their tips, I converted these fingers into a sort of sentient tenaculum, which, with little pain to the patient, I pushed ii^to the back of the womb, near the fundus, and then drawing the womb downward and backward, towards the point of the os cocygis, as I carried the fingers upward and forward, I succeeded ultimately in placing the tips over the fundus in the manner of a blunt book ; after which, by a movement of retroversion, the womb was very speedily brought downwards and backwards into the palm of the left hand, then lodging in the vagina, where, at this part of the operation, the diseased mass might be seen distinctly enough lyingjust within the genital fissure.
Fourth stage of the operation.?The process of removal being brought to this point, the diseased structure, still in the palm of ray hand, remained in connexion with the sides of the pelvis, by means of the fallopian tubes and broad ligaments, and with the bladder by means of the peritoneum, the front of the vagina, and interposed cellular web,?parts which were easily divided, so as to liberate the mass to be removed. The broad ligaments were cut through, close upon the sides of the uterus; and, in dividing the vagina, great care was taken to keep clear of the neck of the bladder and the ureters. This division of these attachments, and the removal of the diseased mass, constituted the fourth step of the operation. Some bits of indurated vagina, altogether not larger than the common bean, were left in the pelvis, to be removed at some future period, should symptoms require. This fact is worth recording.
To this circumstantial account of the operation may be added a few remarks. The intestines did not protrude. About an ounce of blood was lost when the back of the vagina was divided, three or four more ounces following when the vagina was cut in front. Ligatures, tenacula, and forceps, were in readiness to secure the vessels, but these were not required.
The intestines were felt at one time only, namely, when two fingers were lying out through the opening in the vagina behind. Of course, some pain was felt when the first incisions were making, and when, as in ordinary obstetric operations, the hand was urged into the vagina; but the principal distress was occasioned by drawing down the uterus, when the retroversion was accomplished, and the ligaments were put upon the stretch.
The pains and complaints scarcely exceeded those observed in instrumental deliveries. The patient lay in the ordinary obstetric position, and required no restraint. The insertion of the hook into the back of the uterus did not occasion much suffering. The It is now five months since the parts were extirpated, and the patient is fat and well, and designs to return to her husband. The interception of the access to the ovaries is a complete security against extra-uterine impregnation. The head of the vagina is closed by the bladder, which lies upon it. The re covery was easy enough, but, as the'details may perhaps be deemed desirable^ A military invalid had applied to his ulcers a plate of lead: surprised to observe that they regarded his being dressed by this means as a new fact, he said that, twenty years before, having received a wound on the field of battle, he cured himself by applying a leaden bullet that he beat out with a flint. He said that this remedy was known to many soldiers, who always tried it wiun their wonnds were not sufficiently bad to go into hospital.
M. Parise, however, has not the less merit in restoring to science a mode of cure which may be very useful. Recent wouuds are almost the only ones in which he has tried his plan. His success induced M. le Baron Yvans to repeat the trials; and the great number of people affected with ulcers in the establishment at the head of which he is, gave him great facility to make the experiment.
M. Menon has not seen a sufficient number of recent wounds tried with this means, to speak of its effect; but more than sixty cases of ulcers successfully treated in this way convince him that the plates of lead form the best topical application to ulcers. Among these cases, some have been of thirty years' standing. When they were not completely cured, the ulcer quickly put on a new aspect: its edges thickened, diminished in size, and soon assumed a more satisfactory appearance. It was remarked that several ulcers, which had never been able to be cicatrised, were so by this new method ; and that those in whicli it failed were never cured by any other means: and we may conclude that these last were incurable, and that nature, more powerful than art, resisted the suppression of an evacuation that custom hail rendered necessary. At first this method was confined to simple ulcers: emboldened by success, M. Yvans tried it on ulcers evidently in an inflammatory state, and which before he would have treated by topical emollients. He was astonished to see thai the lead not only did not increase the pain, but the inflammatory symptoms diminished, and shortly the ulcer was in a healthy state. In fact, many cases prove that this substance acts with a promptitude quite surprising in bringing ulcers foul at bottom, and having all those appearances that are implied by the name " ulceres sordides," back to a healthy state. Three or four days has in general been sufficient, and soon after cicatrization has generally begun to take place.
The fact being established that lead, in the form of plates, applied to wounds is beneficial, it would be interesting to know how it acts. 1st. The usual effects of poisoned wounds cannot take place during the absence of the atmospheric pressure procured by the application of cupping glasses.
2d. -Such application does not arrest the deleterious action of the poison by withdrawing it from the exposed surface. On the contrary, the fatal effects are wholly prevented, though not a particle of the substance employed has been abstracted. In proof of this, if a poison in powder (strychnine or arsenic, for instance,) be conveyed by a tube through a narrow wound, in an oblique direction under the integuments, to some distance from the opening by which it is introduced, and there deposited, and under these circumstances the glass be applied over this spot, where the skin is sound and unbroken, the wound being without the bounds of the glass, none of the poisonous substance will be removed, and yet no indication of its action will be presented during the time of the application of the glass.
3. The constitutional symptoms, such as tetanic convulsions, &c. are arrested by the establishment of a vacuum on the poisoned surface; then, by removing the poison by an incision through the integuments, the life of the animal is preserved.
4. When the cupping glass is applied over the opening made in the integuments, for the purpose of introducing the tube containing the poison, and this is deposited under the skin beyond the circumference of the glass, none of the effects are manifested during the continuance of the vacuum; but, as soon as the cup is removed, the action of the deleterious article commences.
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